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only ablution they have in the course of the year. During
the day selling and buying go on vigorously. As even-
ing approaches the merry-go-rounds are patronized, and
crowds gather round singing and dancing parties. -The
dancers are young men linked hand in hand, who move
about in circles, shuffle their feet, and sing in a very mono-
tonous fashion. Many set to the preparation of the
evening meal, ard the valley and the hill-sides are aglow
with fires and lights. Amusement, however, has not
come to an end. Singing is kept up till the small hours
of the morning, to the no small disturbance of those
who cannot sleep except when there is a measure of
quiet Between the singing of the people-and the bark-
ing—rather the howling—of the Tibetan dogs, such bark-
ing as I have never heard in our own country, wearied
though I have been by the work of the day I have for
hours found sleep to be impossible.
Englishmen attending the mela find a temporary abode
in tents, and in a staging bungalow erected for the accom-
modation of European travellers. They dine together in
the hall of this house, and occupy their tents at night.
Officials deputed by the Commissioner of the Province
are present, for the double purpose of keeping order and
of paying rewards to those who have killed wild beasts.
The skins of the tigers, bears, and leopards, for the destruc-
tion of which rewards have been paid, are sold by auction
tinder the direction of the officials. The heaps of skins
exposed for sale give one a striking impression of the
number of wild beasts in the country. There are many
keen hunter^ both native and European, and there is
no likelihood of their occupation coming to an end for
want of game. Tea-planters attend this mela to buy
mats, which are made by the people in large quantities,

